Road-Bail Transport
We had occasion to mention that recent developments in
road maintenance and finance have not been satisfactory.
The condition of the highways calls for urgent reform.
The onus of doing this lies on the Governments concerned.
The Mitchell-Kirkness Committee categorically asserted
that there was a grave lack of balance in the road system,
the tendency being to concentrate attention on the trunk
roads leaving the local roads in bad disrepair 17 The cause
for this has been already given, viz., the insufficiency oi!
local revenue to meet expenditure consequent on the aboli-
tion of tolls and local motor taxation. Whereas, on the
one hand, poor finance has been responsible Tor bad
maintenance, increased motor transport, on the other,
contributes heavily to the depreciation of these roads This
problem has become acutely grave in recent ycnrs bocmisc,
for the most part, the roads are maintained by local
bodies. Under such circumstances, the (iovermneiit oE
Madras appointed Mr. A. Vipan as the Special Road
Engineer to investigate into this question and 1o surest
ways and means of development. The first siift&ostiou
that he made was that there was great need for co-ordina-
tion in the inter-district roads. It was largely duo to the
fact that roads in which one district had particular
interest were not necessarily of importance to the adjoin-
ing ones so that, while one section of the road was well
maintained, another was left in disrepair. The estimated
cost of such co-ordination of the inter-district roads was
Es. 36-82 lakhs. The cost of the major bridge projects
was estimated at another 105-85 lakhs of rupees* The
district road schemes themselves account For Rs, 432-fl
lakhs because of the large number of roads that have got
to be constructed. To facilitate railway transport a num-
ber of feeder roads have been found essential The total
length of such roads amounts to 367 miles and 6 Curl OURS,
of which the largest share is that of the M. & R. M.
17   Wtcbell-Kirkjxess Report, p. 7.